Introduction
Regional development policy is aimed at shaping the competitive advantages of regions as a basis for lasting and sustainable development. One of the main tasks of this policy is to create development opportunities, especially in less developed and peripheral regions 1 . Although measuring impact of European Union funds on tourism sector is difficult 2 , the author decided to check the influence of the EU funds as an instrument of regional policy on the development of accommodation base, taking hotels as subject of study as similar studies have not been conducted before. The aim of the paper is to present the role of EU funds in the development of hotel base in Poland. Detailed objectives include identification of changes in the structure of hotels (years 1995-2015) , presentation of the value and number of investments in hotels co-financed by the EU funds (in two Financial Perspectives: 2004 -2006 and 2007 -2013 and assessment of the role of EU funds in building new hotels in Poland.
Research Methods and Materials
The research was conducted using statistical data published in local databank by Polish Central Statistical Office (CSO) and data collected in the main database of EU-funds beneficiaries (KSI SIMIK and database of Ministry of Development). The period of analysis covers years 1995-2015, due to the availability of statistical data. Descriptive, statistical and graphic methods were used. The data were presented using tables and graphs created using MS Excel and maps elaborated with QGIS software. The author analyzed the projects implemented in the periods 2004-2006 and 2007-2013 (until 2015) . All projects containing the word "hotel" in the project name were selected. In the next step the database was structured, only projects involving creation or modernization of hotels were selected. In spite of performed ordering there is no guarantee that the database contains fully correct data as the correctness depends also on the data given by the beneficiaries to the system. On the basis of the project name all projects were classified by grouping them into two categories: construction / adaptation (new hotels) and development / renovation (reconstruction). Other -not analyzed projects implemented by entrepreneurs aimed at the development of software for the hospitality industry and for hotel management, enabling on-line booking mechanisms, implementation of innovative portals supporting the work of hotel staff and event organizers and training 3 . Some projects stimulated the growth of export of services through promotional activities and participation in foreign trade fairs. One hotel for dogs was also co-financed by the EU funds.
Results

Development of hotels in Poland in the period 1995-2015
According to the CSO data, in the analyzed period the number of hotels in Poland changed from 668 in 1995 to 2209 in 2015. Interestingly, there is a systematic decrease in the share of hotels in the cities compared to the hotels located in rural areas 4 . The first seven years were characterized by a slow and structurally balanced development 5 and after 2003 the increase was much faster with around 100 hotels opened in Poland each year (see Fig. 1 ). Most luxurious hotels have developed most -the number of five-star hotels increased 19 times and the number of four-star hotels 14 times. This supply is connected with demand -the highest growth dynamics of foreign tourists accommodated in 5-star hotels 6 . The highest numerical increase was observed in three-star hotels, whose number changed from 214 to 1108 in the year 2015. Only the number of one-star hotels decreased by 22% in analyzed period, although in the first years 1995-1998 their number was increasing and started decreasing only after 1999. This trend is negatively perceived by hospitality industries, as a shortage of beds in the tourist (1 or 2 star-hotels) accommodation base is an identified problem in Poland 7 . 
The use of EU structural funds by hotel entities
Applications submitted by entrepreneurs referred to the investment, creation of new tourism products, improvement of tourist attractiveness and competitiveness of the cities. The projects were also aiming at improving the quality of tourist offer and standard of hotel services and accommodation, improving the market competitiveness of companies. Investments consisting of construction, reconstruction, expansion and renovation of hotel infrastructure included within its scope not only buildings or hotel rooms, but also equipment as furnishing, elevators, cafes, restaurants, etc. The use of EU funds by hotel entities in the period 2004-2015 is shown in Tab. 1 and 2. Only 45 projects with a total co-financing of 12 million PLN were implemented. This was not caused by the shorter duration of this financial perspective, but generally the projects have had lower value. The median total value of projects amounted 503 thousand PLN with EU contribution of only 138 thous. PLN. In the next perspective, on the contrary, around 6 times more expensive investments were implemented, as the mean value of project involving hotel development amounted 5,5 million PLN. 
The role of EU structural funds in the development of hotels in Poland
Projects implemented during perspective 2004-2006 had a very low value, only in małopolskie region they amounted about 5 million PLN, while in the second period the value of investments was much higher in every region.
The highest values of new hotels constructions or adaptations for hotels characterized voivodships dolnośląskie, warmińsko-mazurskie and opolskie, also regions in eastern Poland (podlaskie and lubelskie). Dolnośląskie and opolskie have had also the highest amount of co-financing of hotel expansions and reconstructions. *) in voivodships lubuskie and opolskie the number of investments was higher than the change of hotels number -therefore the data should be treated as approximate Source: author's elaboration based on data of local databank of CSO and KSI SIMIK As it can be seen on Fig. 2 the highest increase of hotel number was observed in south-eastern and central Poland. In 4 regions (characterized by a relatively lower number of hotels at the beginning of the study period) the number of hotels has doubled, and in 3 of them this increase was connected with the use of EU funds (see Fig. 3 ). On the other hand, high amount of projects in dolnośląskie and opolskie resulted in a relatively low increase because of well-developed hotel base and therefore a low share of new built hotels there.
The share of hotels built with EU funding in Poland estimated by calculating the difference between number of new hotels and number of EU-co-financed investments was presented on Fig. 3 . In voivodships lubuskie and opolskie the number of investments was higher than the change of hotels number -therefore the data should be treated as approximate, but in other regions interesting differences can be observed. 4 regions belonging to the less developed regions of Eastern Poland and dolnośląskie have had a relatively high share of EU co-financed investments, which is strictly connected with high number of implemented projects in those voivodships.
Conclusions
Since tourism is nowadays one of the growing sectors of the economy, the author tried to assess the role of European Union funds as regional policy instrument on the development of this sector. In the analyzed period 1995-2015 the number of hotels in Poland increased steadily, but the growth was faster after 2003. The years 1995-2015 followed a significant qualitative change in the hotel base, consisting mainly of the very fast growth in the number of top class hotels (5 and 4-star), a relatively low rate of increase in average hotel category (3 and 2-star) and a decrease in the number of 1-star hotels. In 4 regions characterized by a relatively lower number of hotels at the beginning of the study period the number of hotels doubled, so it can be concluded that the regional differences decreased and the cohesion aim of regional policy was fulfilled.
The data published by CSO are not fully correct. Probably not all carriers operating accommodation facilities comply with the obligation to provide statistical reports to the CSO. The author analyzed specific data for siemiatycki county, where during the last years at least two new hotels with EU co-financing were built while official CSO statistics show no progress in this area.
Implemented projects were aiming at improving the quality of tourist offer and standard of hotel services and accommodation. Investments consisted of construction, reconstruction, expansion and renovation of hotel infrastructure, included within its scope not only buildings or hotel rooms, but also equipment as furnishing, elevators, cafes or restaurants. In some cases EU funds were used by non-tourist companies to diversify their activities by opening new hotel services (eg. in construction firms).
The role of EU funds in building new hotels in Poland is varying depending on the region. The highest values of new hotels constructions or adaptations for hotels characterized voivodships dolnośląskie, warmińsko-mazurskie and opolskie, also regions in eastern Poland (podlaskie and lubelskie). Dolnośląskie and opolskie have had also the highest amount of co-financing of hotel expansions and reconstructions. One of the reasons for regional differences was the way of formulating priorities in the OP and the amount of funds allocated for development of tourism entities.
